OBITUARY
Sister Miriam Arthur Lahey, OP

On the morning of October 14, 2015 it
pleased God to call Sister Miriam Arthur
Lahey home to her eternal reward. Sister
was 86years old and had devoted 68 years

to her Amityvilie Dominican religious life.

Eleanor was born in Astoria, NY to
Arthur and Eleanor Lahey on August
26, 1929. She entered the Amityville
Dominican Sisters from St. Andrew Avellino
Parish in Flushing, NY on September 7, 1947.

On August 4, 1948 Eleanor received her religious name,

“Even when walking through the dark valley of death
I will not be afraid, for You are close beside me,
guarding, guiding all the way.~Psalm 23:4

able to do better. If, at the next test, the
student improved even a little she would
let them know their mark was going in
the right direction. Time and again, some
students who had been certain they could
never pass Math did, in fact, pass.
Miriam  Arthur’s
view informed not just her teaching but

her whole life. She loved her Sisters in the

Dominican Congregation and was deeply loved

Sister optimistic

in return. A prayerful and friendly person, Miriam was

Sister Miriam Arthur, and the habit of the Congregation ~generous with her time and care for all. During her many
and professed her vows on August 8, 1949. Throughout years in religious life she was known to prepare delicious
her many years in religious life Sister ministered in mealsand she could whip up a batch of cookies, tempting
Education. brownies or a cake, all in a short period of time. While

Sister taught elementary grades in the Parish Schools residing in the Motherhouse she earned the unofficial title

of St. Michael’s in East New York, and Queen of the of “Mayor of the Dining Room” because of her friendliness

Most Holy Rosary, Roosevelt, NY. She was Principal to all and her care and concern for the workers there, no

of St. Thomas the Apostle Parish School from 1968- matter which shift they worked.
1971. For most of her teaching ministry, however, Sister She loved her family deeply. When her sister Rosemary
taught Mathematics in several high schools including St. was widowed early and with a large family with some of
Michael’s; Bishop Mc Donnell Memorial HS; St. Agnes = the children still quite young, Miriam devoted herself to
Academic HS, College Point, NY where from 1966-1968 doing all she could to help her sister, nieces and nephews
she was the Chairperson of the Department; and Queen of = throughout their lives and hers. She truly was “sister
the Rosary Academy, Amityville. In1985 Sister returned and friend” to Rosemary and a very “special Aunt” to the
to St. Agnes Academic HS, remaining there as a teacher in children. Along with the Sisters in the Congregation, her
the Mathematics department for over twenty years until sister Rosemary and her family will miss Miriam very
she retired. In 2011 Miriam came to the Motherhouse to much.

live in the Rosary Hall community. Diminishing health She is survived by her loving Sisters in the Congregation,
occasioned her move to Carlin Hall in 2013. many friends, and especially by her sister Rosemary
A lover of Mathematics and a fine practitioner of the O’Connor, her children and the extended families.

discipline herself, with a B.A. from St. John’s University Her wake will begin at On Monday, October 19th at

3 p.m. .in St. Albert’s Chapel at Queen of the Rosary

Motherhouse with a prayer service at 3 p.m. and 7

and an MTA from Catholic University, Sister excelled

as a Mathematics teacher. She had a strong belief

that students would improve their Math skills p.m. On October 20th, Morning Prayer will take

place at 10:10 a.m. in St. Albert’s Chapel followed
by the Mass of Christian Burial at 10:30 a.m. Interment

by encouragement rather than discouragement.
Consequently, when students did poorly on a test she

would write or speak to them, telling them they were in the Sisters’ cemetery will follow Mass.
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