
“So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the body 
we are away from the Lord, for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we are of good 

courage, and we would rather be away from the body  
and at home with the Lord.” ~2 Corinthians 5:6-8

O b i t u a r y

Sister Mary Margaret Wainman, O.P.
(Sister Maureen Maeve)

S i s t e r s  o f  S a i n t  D o m i n i c  o f  A m i t y v i l l e ,  N Y

On the morning of November 7, 2015 our 
loving God called Sister Mary Margaret Wainman 
home to her eternal rest. Sister was 92 years of 
age and had devoted 73 years to her Dominican 
religious life.

Mary Margaret was the daughter of Charles 
and Margaret Wainman, born on December 6, 
1923, in Springfield Gardens, NY.  Mary Margaret 
entered the Dominican Congregation in Amityville 
on February 2, 1942.  On August 4th of that year 
she was admitted to the Novitiate and received her 
religious name Sister Maureen Maeve.  One year later, 
on August 7, 1943, she pronounced her vows.

Although Sister’s first ministry was education, most of her 
ministerial life was devoted to Nursing.  From 1943-1946 Sister 
taught elementary school in the Parishes of Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
Brooklyn and St Martin of Tours in Amityville.  Sister Maureen was 
sent to St. Catherine’s School of Nursing in Brooklyn, NY in 1946 
where she was a student, then with her R.N, a staff nurse, and moved 
on to be head nurse and clinical instructor.  She later continued 
her education receiving both a B.S. in Nursing Education from St. 
John’s University, NY and an M.A. in Hospital Administration from 
New York University.

Sister’s first introduction to Puerto Rico was in 1953 as part 
of the rotation of nurses sent there for one year to staff the clinic 
in the poor barrio named La Perla, an impoverished, crime ridden 
suburb of San Juan.  .  After that year she returned to St. Catherine’s 
Hospital and moved on to the staff at Consolation Home, then 
located in Amityville, finally spending one year as a School Nurse 
in All Saints Parish, Brooklyn.  She returned to Puerto Rico in 
1961 remaining there from 1961 until 1979.  During most of those 
years Sister Maureen ministered in  Dispensaries (clinics)  in San 
Juan.  At the time when Sister returned to P.R. it was believed that 
tuberculosis was the major health problem but as time went by it 
became clear to her that drug addiction was an emerging serious 
health problem, especially among the young.  Clinics for drug 
addiction started to open for young men but there was nothing 
available for young women.  She opened a Dispensary for women 
called Casa Providencia (Our Lady of Divine Providence) in La 
Perla. She worked in the Dispensary from Monday to Saturday in 
co-operation with several doctors and nurses from the City of San 
Juan and from the U.S. Army.  The Dispensary helped the poor 
of San Juan, especially in the suburb of La Perla as well as the 
poor who came from other parts of Puerto Rico.  At first the 
Dispensary was dependent upon donations of medicine, 
money and clothes.  Later Sister was able to receive some 
help from the government and The United Way.  At the 
end of the week when the general work at the Dispensary was 
completed, Sister visited the sick, giving needed injections to 
the elderly and the poor of La Perla. In addition, Sister helped 

those she visited with her spiritual advice and often 
prayed with them.  Sister Mary Margaret became 
known as “The Angel of La Perla.”  Some of the 
poor called her “the drier of tears” because of 
her sympathetic listening and praying with 
them.  

Sister succeeded in getting a grant from the 
Department of Education to rent a larger place 

where she and her staff could minister to the 
seven thousand patients who came for help during 

each year.  The move to the new location incurred 
expenses which were not covered by the grant so she 

taught nursing part-time at the local Presbyterian Hospital.
Sister Mary Margaret received several honors from the City of 

San Juan, most notably the “Patriotism Award,” a civic award which 
was given in 1966 in recognition of her extraordinary efforts to 
contribute to the well-being of the community.

Sister always appreciated the wonderful service the Dispensary 
received from local doctors, nurses and other health care workers.  
She was especially grateful to the doctors, nurses and other 
volunteers from the U.S. Army who spent so much time helping 
at the Dispensary.

After a period of discernment “The Angel of La Perla” left the 
Dispensary in early 1979 and worked at the Veterans Hospital in Rio 
Piedras, P.R. for a few months before coming back to the States to 
work at a Veterans Hospital in Charleston, SC, then at the Hospital 
in St. Albans, NY.  From 1982-1997 Sister Mary Margaret was a 
supervisor in the Veterans Hospital in Brooklyn, NY. Long Island 
then became the scene of Sister Mary Margaret’s ministry.  From 
1997-2003 Sister volunteered at the North Fork Spanish Apostolate 
in Riverhead.  

At 80 years of age, however, she joined two other Sisters 
opening a mission, Parroquia San Pio in Nariño, Colombia.  In 
2006 Sister returned to the States and again volunteered with 
the Spanish Apostolate in Riverhead until poor health required a 
move to the Sisters’ Infirmary, Carlin Hall, at the Motherhouse in 
Amityville.  As a patient there she was known for her smile and 
general appreciation of the care which all the nurses and aides, 
Administrators and volunteers gave to her.  

Sister Mary Margaret will be missed by the Congregation of 
Amityville Dominicans who will remember her as “The Angel of 

La Perla.”
The wake will take place on Monday, November 9, 
2015, in St. Albert’s Chapel of Queen of the Rosary 
Motherhouse beginning at 3:00 p.m.until 5:00 p.m.  

Morning Prayer in the Chapel will begin at 10:10 a.m.on 
Tuesday, November 10, 2015 followed by the Mass of Christian 
Burial at !0:30 a.m.  Burial in the Sisters’ cemetery will follow 
the Mass.


