OBITUARY
Sister Miriam Michael Joos, OP

Early on July 6, 2016, our loving
God called Sister Miriam Michael
Joos to her eternal reward. Sister was
87 years of age and had dedicated 68
years to religious life as a Dominican
Sister of Amityville.

The daughter of Francis and Mary
Halkenhauser Joos, Maryann was born
on May 25, 1929. She, her brothers Frank
and George and her sister Madeline were raised
in Woodside, Queens in the parish of the Blessed
Virgin Mary Help of Christians. On September 7,
1947, she entered the Novitiate in Amityville and
on August 4, 1948 she received the habit and her
religious name, Sister Miriam Michael.

Sister’s long ministry in education began at St.
Thomas the Apostle in Woodhaven where she taught
elementary grades. She then continuedin elementary
education at Sacred Heart, East Glendale and St.
Pancras, Glendale. Sister earned a Bachelor of
Science in Mathematics at St. John’s University and
a Master of Science inTeaching with a concentration
in Mathematics at Fordham University. Known as
a gentle, soft spoken woman and an exceptional
teacher of Mathematics. For three decades she
nurtured students at St. Michael’s High School, East
New York; Colegio Santa Rosa, Bayamon, Puerto
Rico; All Saints High School, Brooklyn; Bishop
McDonnell Memorial High School, Brooklyn;
St. Agnes Cathedral High School, Rockville
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Blessed are the pure in heart,

for they shall see God.
~ Matthew 5:8

Centre; and Kellenberg Memorial
High School, Uniondale. After almost
forty years as a teacher, a change in
ministry occurred in 1988 when she
assumed a role as Coordinator in the
Rockville Centre Diocesan Office. In
1993, Sister became Pastoral Associate
at Cure of Ars, Merrick, a ministry that
lasted more than a decade.

Sister Miriam Michael retired from active
ministry in 2004 and in 2011 she moved to Rosary
Hall at the Motherhouse in Amityville. Declining
health necessitated a further move to Carlin Hall.
Her close friend, Sister Joan Fry, RSM, was a faithful
visitor. Someone wrote that “friendship is not about
who you have known the longest; it is about who
came and never left your side.” Sister Joan remained
by Sister Miriam Michael’s side until the end.

Sister was predeceased by her brothers Frank and
George. She is survived by her sister and brother-
in-law, Madeline and Dominic Urso, by her sister-
in-law, Joan Joos, and by her nieces, nephews,
grandnieces and grandnephews.

All services will take place in St. Albert’s Chapel
at Queen of the Rosary Motherhouse. The wake
will take place on Friday, July 8, from 3:00 p.m. to
5:00 p.m. On Saturday, July 9, following a Prayer
Service at 10:10 a.m., the Mass of Christian Burial

will begin at 10:30 a.m. Burial in the Sisters’
cemetery will follow immediately after Mass.
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