OBITUARY

Sister Terese Warganz, OP
(Sister Mary Matthew)

On Wednesday, April 12, 2017, God
called Sister Terese Warganz home to her
eternal rest. Sister was 90 years old and
had devoted 72 years to Religious life as a
Dominican Sister of Amityville.

One of seven children of Joseph and
Mary (Colligan) Warganz, Terese was born
in New York City. At the time, the family
lived in Jackson Heights, NY and later moved
to Incarnation Parish, Queens Village, NY where
Terese first met the Dominican Sisters of Amityville.
Terese entered the Novitiate at Queen of the Rosary,
Amityville on September 9, 1945, received her habit and
the name, Sister Mary Matthew, on August 8, 1946 and
pronounced her vows on August 7, 1947. She embraced
her Ministry of Education in the classroom and later the
specialized field of Guidance Counseling.

From 1947-1970, Sister taught in the Parish schools of
St. Pius V, St. Bartholomew, Elmhurst, Queen of the Most
Holy Rosary, Roosevelt, St. Catherine of Sienna, Franklin
Square, Our Holy Redeemer, Freeport, and Our Lady of
Lourdes, Massapequa Park. During these years Sister Mary
Matthew took advantage of the permission to return to
one’s baptismal name, Terese. Throughout her classroom
teaching ministry, Terese had studied, earning a B.A. in
English Literature and an M.S. in Counseling/ Guidance at
St. John’s University, NY.

During her time in classroom teaching Sister Terese
became aware of how much counseling was needed for
young people. Becoming a counselor at St. Michael’s High
School in East New York, Brooklyn she utilized her gifts
of intelligence, humor and love as she met each student.
Although she had hoped to continue to use those gifts in
the elementary Catholic schools, financial resources of
parishes were dwindling and many could not afford a
counselor. NY State, however, hired her as a counselor
in the Bureau of non-Public Schools in 1976. This
began a career of itinerancy as she traveled to
Catholic and other non-Public schools from 1972
to 1978. Her ministry took her to schools in East New
York, Brooklyn, the Bronx, and wherever else she was
needed. At this time the State or City could not offer
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We believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we
believe that God will bring with Jesus those who
have fallen asleep in him.
- I Thessalonians 4:14

such services within the school buildings

themselves. Instead students met Terese in
her “office,” which was a bus, often parked
down the block from the school.

From 1978-1979, Terese took a year for
prayer at the St. Elizabeth Seton House of
Prayer in Scarsdale, NY. Returning to her
ministry in 1979, she was assigned as Regional
Director for Guidance Services first in the
Bronx then in the Queens Center in Queens from

1980-1986. She was then assigned to the Bureau of
non-Public Schools in Brooklyn where she remained until
1994. During the years of 1994-2011, Terese worked
with a d octor in Mamaroneck as a director of St. Rita’s
Free Medical Clinic. In that capacity she not only directed
services but organized parties for the patients, especially a
yearly Christmas party for the poor children. Each child
received a Christmas gift of a toy which she had gathered
through the generosity of donors, especially the Sisters in
St. Catherine of Sienna, Franklin Square.

In 2011, Sister Terese, recognizing diminishing health,
came to Queen of the Rosary Motherhouse where she was
a volunteer, but a move to Carlin Hall became necessary.
There she evidenced the same intelligence, sense of humor
and kindness which she had shared with the community
and her counselees. She was an undemanding and pleasant
patient who always appreciated the care she received from
the health professionals and visits from her family and the
Sisters, especially her dear friend Sister Adele Rueth.

Terese will be missed by the Congregation, her family,
especially her Sister-in-Law Alice Warganz, her many
nieces and nephews, grandnieces and grandnephews and an
extended family.

All services will take place in St. Albert’s Chapel at
Queen of the Rosary Motherhouse in Amityville. The
wake will begin with a prayer service on Tuesday,
April 18, 2017 at 3 p.m. Morning Prayer will be
held on Wednesday, April 19, 2017 at 10:10 a.m.,
followed immediately by the Mass of Christian Burial
at 10:30 a.m. Burial in the Sisters’ cemetery will follow

after Mass.
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