OBITUARY
Frances Anne Marrinan, OP

Sister Marie Patrice

Early on the morning of May 13 our
Sister Frances Marrinan was welcomed
into the warm embrace of the God she
loved and served. Sister was 73 years
old and had been a faithful and dedicated
member of the Dominican Sisters of
Amityville for 55 years.

Fran, the daughter of Patrick and Mary
Talty Marrinan, both born in Ireland, was
born in New York on February 10, 1944. The
family lived in Woodside, Queens and Fran became
acquainted with the Dominican Sisters while attending
clementary school at St. Joseph, Astoria. After
graduating from St. Albert High School, Fran entered
the Novitiate in Amityville on September 10, 1961, was
invested with the habit and given the name Sister Marie
Patrice on August 4, 1962. After her profession on
August 7, 1963, she began her teaching ministry at St.
Frances de Chantal School in Brooklyn. Fran nurtured
young children in Fourteen Holy Martyrs, Brooklyn;
St. Barbara, Brooklyn; Sacred Heart, Cambria Heights;
and Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal, Ridgewood.
She also ministered in Kindertown, an Amityville

Dominican child-care program.

An Early Childhood Specialist, Fran earned a B.S.
in Education at St. John’s University and a Master of
Science in Early Childhood Education. She studied
International Education at UCLA and pursued
studies at the University of London, England where
she interned in the British School for the “Integrated
Day” and the British Infant School, and trained at
the Teachers Institute at Carmarthon, Wales. These
experiences enhanced and enriched her exceptional
ministry in the education of young children here
at home. Fran also studied at Immaculate
Conception Seminary in New Jersey where
she earned a Master of Divinity and at Manhattan
College where she received a Professional Diploma in
Administration and Supervision.
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“No, my daughter. Are you suffering a great deal? Don’t lose heart.

[ will never forsake you. My Immaculate Heart will be
your refuge and the way that will lead you to God.”
- Our Lady gf Fatima

Dedication to the poor was a hallmark
of Fran’s life. She was one of the founders
of Bethany House, a ministry devoted to
improving the lives of homeless women
and children. With a women’s group
from Sacred Heart Parish, Cambria
Heights, the “ETC” (Expressing Their
Concern) group, a complete renovation
of the kitchen at Bethany was undertaken
and completed. In addition to volunteering
to take overnight duty at Bethany, Fran also
held fund raisers to support this ministry. She was a
volunteer at Project Chance, a social service agency in
Brooklyn. For many years, Fran sang with the Gospel
Choir at Sacred Heart Parish and was a member of the
Dominican Sisters Schola.

In 2011 Fran moved to the Motherhouse, first
residing in Rosary Hall and then, as her health declined,
in Carlin Hall where she sincerely appreciated the help

and care of the nursing staff and the pastoral care staff.

While living at the Motherhouse she taught in The
OPening Word. Fran had a creative side and enjoyed
making crafts for the Senior Sisters. She was also an

avid reader and loved to travel.

She loved her family deeply and was very much
involved in the lives of her family members. Fran was
predeceased by her parents and her brother, James, and
will be fondly remembered by her sisters, Mary Quimet
and Barbara McGovern, and by nieces and nephews,
grandnieces and grandnephews, her extended family
and friends, and by her Dominican Sisters.

All services will be in St. Albert’s Chapel at the
Motherhouse. The wake will take place on Wednesday,
May 17 from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. Following

Morning Prayer at 10:10 a.m. on Thursday,
May 18, the Mass of Christian Burial will be
celebrated. Burial in the Sisters’ cemetery will follow

immediately after Mass.
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