OBITUARY

Sister Kathleen Murphy, OP
(Sister Mary Thomas, OP)

On the afternoon of Saturday, June 16,
2018, God called Sister Kathleen M.
Murphy to her eternal home. Sister
was 94 years old and had devoted 77
years to her faithful life as a Dominican
Sister of Amityville.

John and Agnes Murphy of Fall River,
Massachusetts, welcomed their daughter
Kathleen to their family on April 5, 1924 in
Fall River. The family lived in the parish of St.
Mary of the Assumption in Fall River where Kathleen
and her brother John attended the parish elementary
school. Kathleen received a scholarship to attend high
school at Dominican Academy in New York where she
was an outstanding student, becoming Salutatorian for
her graduation class. The Salutatorian speech had to be
delivered in French which she accomplished although
her mother thought English might have been better. In
her senior year she received a scholarship to Ladycliff
College on the banks of the Hudson River where she
formed a lifetime friendship with the late S, Catherine
Bott, OP. She remained for just one year, however,
since the United States had entered World War 11 and
she knew she wanted to enter the convent eventually.

In 1943 her brother John died. Kathleen had been
working at the Naval Training Station near her home
in Massachusetts but went to work as a waitress for
a year to help with her parents’ expenses. Her call
to enter a religious community became stronger. She
knew she wanted to enter a Dominican congregation
but could not settle on which one. Kathleen asked her
Bishop about entering the convent. He discouraged
her from entering Fall River since “they don’t
have your sense of humor.” She then found a
book with a listing of women’s congregations,
turned to Dominicans, saw “A,” Amityville. Neither
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“The Lord is my Shepherd,
there is nothing I shall lack.”

- Psalm 23

she nor her mother had any idea where
Amityville was, nevertheless she wrote a
request to enter the Dominican Sisters
in Amityville. More than a year passed
without a response but one finally
came from Mother Adelaide with an
invitation to come. Kathleen began
her Amityville adventure with hope and
characteristic good cheer.

Kathleen entered the Novitiate at Queen of the
Rosary Motherhouse in Amityville on September 8,
1944. On August 4, 1945, she received her Dominican
habit and religious name, Sister Mary Thomas. A year
later, on August 8, 1946, Sister pronounced her vows.
She then began her ministry of education which would
take several forms during her lifetime.

Sister’s first place of ministry was to the parish
school of St. Clement in Ozone Park (1946-1951).
The Congregation then sent her to St. Barbara’s High
School, an annex to Bishop Mc Donnell Memorial
H.S., where she taught English and Religion. After
four years she was transferred to St. Agnes Academic
H.S. in College Point where she taught English and
mentored the students who worked on the school paper
and the drama group which put on plays. While at St.
Agnes she also founded a Guidance Department. Her
education had prepared her well for her teaching since
she held a B.A. in English from St. John’s University,
NY, and an M.FA. from Fordham University, Bronx,
NY. She knew she wanted to specialize in the area
of Guidance and received her Ph.D.in Psychology/

Counseling from Fordham University. She remained

at St. Agnes until 1964 when her ministry
took her to the Brooklyn Diocesan Office of
Education where she was The Coordinator of
Pupil Personnel Services. From 1969-1976 Kathleen
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was a Counselor and an Associate Professor at Boston
College, Massachusetts. From 1976-1977 Kathleen
worked at St. Ignatius Retreat House in Manhasset,
NY while, at the same time beginning to establish a
Spiritual Life Center in New Hyde Park, NY. The
following year she was an Adjunct Professor in
Fordham’s School of Religious Studies as the Spiritual
Life Center began to take life in earnest. From 1972-
1978 she ministered at the Spiritual Life Center both
giving spiritual guidance and training many others to
be Spiritual Directors. She took a one-year sabbatical
in 1982 at the Jesuit School of Theology, Berkeley,
California and returned the next year to the Spiritual
Life Center which had already moved to Franklin
Square, NY. From 1985-1995 Kathleen was a Regional
Superior and member of the Congregation’s Executive
Board. When her term was finished she returned to
full-time ministry at the Spiritual Life Center. There
she happily remained until her retirement in 2009.
There is no doubt that hundreds of Spiritual Directors
from near and far including other nations received
their training and certificate from the Spiritual Life
Center.

The Sisters will remember Kathleen as a friendly,
kind person with an enjoyable sense of humor. She

was a very prayerful person who clearly was at home
speaking of and with God. She was also humble
enough to ask for help when she needed it. When
she was asked to facilitate a Chapter for a religious
Congregation, she knew she needed help. She spent
many hours learning from S. Pat Hartigan how to do
it. Kathleen loved to travel. With her friend Peggy
Roach, she saw many parts of the world and willingly
shared the stories of her experiences. In practical
matters, such as how to get gas with a credit card, she

asked Sister Peggy Igoe for help. The task took a little

time but she learned.

Sister Kathleen will be missed by the Sisters in the
Congregation, her many friends and her cousin, Rita
Quinn and extended friends and family. Her parents
and brother, John, predecease her.

All services will take place in St. Albert Chapel,
Queen of the Rosary Motherhouse, Amityville. The
wake will be on Wednesday, June 21, 2018 from 3
p.m. to 5 p.m. and at 7 p.m. Each will begin with
a prayer service. Morning Prayer at 10:10a.m. on
Thursday, June 22, 2018 will be followed by the Mass
of Christian Burial at 10:30a.m. Cremation and burial
in the Sisters’ cemetery, according to her wishes, will
follow.




