
Shortly after midnight on Monday, July 
22, 2019, Sister Eleanor Boegel, after a 
long illness, entered eternal life. It is 
fitting that she died on the Feast of St. 
Mary Magdalene, a patroness of the 
Dominican Order to which Eleanor 
dedicated 71 years as a Sister of St. 
Dominic.

On August 30, 1928, William and Mary 
Euler Boegel welcomed Eleanor Rose into their 
family. At the time of her birth, Eleanor’s family lived 
in Sharon, Connecticut. The family later moved to 
Richmond Hill, New York where Eleanor, her sisters 
and brothers attended Holy Child Jesus School. 
After graduating from high school, she entered the 
Dominican Novitiate at Amityville on September 
7, 1947. On August 4, 1948 she was clothed in the 
Dominican habit and received her religious name, 
Sister Mary Laboure. After pronouncing her vows 
on August 6, 1949, Eleanor began her 58 years of 
active ministry.

She earned a Bachelor of Science at St. John’s 
University, a Master of Science in Hospital 
Administration at Columbia University, a second 
Master of Science in Counseling at Iona College, and 
completed the Clinical Pastoral Education certificate 
program at Calvary Hospital.

Eleanor’s initial ministry was in elementary 
education, teaching at St. Ignatius, Hicksville; 
St. Barbara, Brooklyn; and St. Agnes, Rockville 
Centre. In 1961 she began teaching at Dominican 
Commercial High School in Jamaica. In 1964, 
Eleanor pursued studies that led to hospital 
ministries. She was Assistant to the Director at 
Catholic Medical Center of Brooklyn and Queens, 

Associate Director at St. Joseph Hospital, 
Far Rockaway and at South Shore 
Hospital. She also ministered at Queen 
of the Rosary Infirmary in Amityville. 
As a chaplain, she ministered at Queens 
Hospital Center, Jamaica; St. Mary’s 

Hospital, West Palm Beach, Florida; 
St. Joseph Hospital, Flushing; Good 

Shepherd Hospice, Babylon; and Mercy 
Hospice, Uniondale. After retiring she was a 

volunteer Chaplain at Mercy Medical Center in 
Rockville Centre. Reflecting on her experience in 
hospice care, Eleanor wrote: “I personally have been 
greatly enriched by the strength of the human spirit 
and the faith and trust in one’s God, both of which 
have enabled people to move through some very 
difficult human experiences, to grow through them 
and, thereby, become a renewed, enriched human 
person.”

Eleanor was especially proud of her father’s work. 
As an architect, he was responsible for the design of 
many convents and churches. Among them is Queen 
of the Rosary Motherhouse and Eleanor delighted 
in this achievement and especially in the beautiful 
chapel. She was always eager to show the chapel to 
visitors. Eleanor, too, was a creative person who 
used her talents by painting in oils. She was also a 
gifted quilter.

The Boegel family was part of an extended family of 
religious that included Sisters of St. Joseph, Sisters of 

Mercy, Vincentians, Brooklyn Diocesan priests and, 
of course, Amityville Dominicans. Eleanor 
was a niece of Mother Bernadette de Lourdes 

Belz, Prioress from 1955 to 1987. A family 
photo of the twelve religious was a prized possession.

“Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer,  
believe that you have received it, and it will be yours..” 

 - Mark 11:24 
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In 2007, Eleanor moved to St. Albert Hall at Queen 
of the Rosary Motherhouse where she volunteered in 
the Development Office and provided pastoral visits 
to the infirm Sisters. In 2010, failing health required 
a move to Carlin Hall where she lived at the time of 
her death.

Eleanor was predeceased by her parents, her sisters, 
Mary and Sr. Anita, RSM; brothers, Thomas, Rev. 
William and Rev. Joseph; and is survived by her nieces 

and nephews and their families and by her beloved 
Dominican Community.

All services will be held in St. Albert Chapel at 
Queen of the Rosary Motherhouse. The wake will be 
on Friday, July 26, 2019 starting with a prayer service 
at 3:00 pm. On Saturday, July 27, services will begin 
with Morning Prayer at 10:10 am, followed by the 
Mass of Christian Burial. Interment in the Sisters 
Cemetery will follow immediately after Mass.

May Eleanor rest peacefully in God’s hands.


