
Our dear Sister William Marie Selzer 
returned to her beloved Lord on 
Wednesday, December 18, 2019, one 
week before her 86th birthday. She 
faithfully lived and ministered as a Sister 
of Saint Dominic, Congregation of the 
Holy Cross, Amityville for 66 years.

Sister was a “Christmas baby”; hence, 
Carol was born on December 28, 1933.  
Her parents, William Selzer and Mary Dauer 
Selzer, welcomed Carol Elizabeth into their home 
in the Bronx. Later, the family was completed with 
the birth of Carol’s beloved sister, Barbara Jean and 
her brother, William. Carol’s love for her family 
continued to grow as new generations of nieces and 
nephews were born.

After graduation from elementary school, Carol 
attended Dominican Commercial High School, 
Jamaica, and there she met the Dominican Sisters. The 
seeds of vocation were sown.  At this time, her home 
parish was St. Mary Magdalen, Springfield Gardens. 
Carol, sponsored by Sister Miriam Grennan, entered 
the Novitiate at Queen of the Rosary Motherhouse 
in Amityville on September 6, 1952 with more than 
60 candidates.

After one year as a candidate, on August 4, 1953, 
Carol became a novice, receiving the Dominican 
habit and her religious name, Sister William Marie.  
She made her First Vows on August 7, 1954 and Final 
Vows on August 7, 1957.

In September, 1957, Sister William Marie 
taught elementary school at Holy Redeemer 
School, Freeport for two years and at Good 
Shepherd School, Brooklyn for 6 years.  
In 1963, she returned to her Alma Mater, 
Dominican Commercial High School, to teach 

in the Business Department.  She had 
received a BBA in Business Education 
at St. John’s University and a MS in 
Counselor Education at Post/Long 
Island University. 

Always open to serve wherever she 
was needed, “Willie”, as she was fondly 

called, began 9 years of ministry at Molloy 
College, Rockville Centre in Administration 

in the Registrar’s Office.

She then served at Our Lady of Lourdes School, 
Massapequa Park  for a year.  From 1980 to 1985, 
she was Principal at Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
School, Lindenhurst.  Willie returned to ministry in 
secondary education as a Guidance Counselor at St. 
Anthony High School, Huntington for four years; as 
well as Administrative Assistant in St. Mary’s School, 
East Islip and and Guidance Counselor at St. John the 
Baptist High School,  West Islip.

When Willie’s parents, who had retired to Newport 
Richey, Florida were in need of care, their Carol spent 
two years with them.  In 1996, she returned to Long 
Island as Guidance Counselor at La Salle Academy, 
Oakdale and later as Receptionist.

The sisters who lived and worked with “Willie” 
described her as “down to earth”, kind, possessed of 
a good sense of humor.  As Principal, these qualities 
were invaluable.  She was a good listener and 
supportive to both parents and teachers.

Before retiring in 2003, Willie served two years 
in the Development Office at the Motherhouse. 

From 1985 to 2004, Sister resided at St. Martin 
Convent, Amityville.  From 2004 to 2012, she 
lived in Gabrini Residence, Amityville, until 

she moved to Carlin Hall in the Motherhouse 
because of failing health.

“And above all these put on love, which binds 
everything together in perfect harmony.” 

 - Colossians 3:14 
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Sister Catherine Regan, a former student at 
Dominican Commercial High School and a loyal 
friend, became a Dominican Sister, sponsored by 
Sister William Marie.  Cathy describes “Willie” as a 
good friend who loved to celebrate the gifts of life 
with friends and family.  

Sister William Marie is pre-deceased by her parents, 
William and Mary Selzer, her sister, Barbara and her 
dear brother, Bill.  She is deeply mourned by her loving 
sister-in-law, Paula Selzer; her cousin, Dorothy Barritt; 
her nieces, Ilona, Claudine, Analies, Jennifer and Julie, 

and grand-nieces and nephews.  The Dominican Sisters, 
in particular, Willie’s close friends and the members of 
her entrance set, the “Pink Carnations,” and her many 
colleagues in education share her family’s  grief.

All services will be in St. Albert Chapel, Amityville. 
The wake is Friday, December 27, 2019 from 2:00  
to 5:00 p.m. with a prayer service at 3:00 p.m. 
Funeral services begin on Saturday, December 28 at 
10:10 a.m. followed by the Mass of the Resurrection.  
Interment will be in the Sisters’ Cemetery, followed 
by dinner in the Dining Room.


