OBITUARY

Sister Claire Kalbacher OP
(Mary Kenneth , OP)

Late on the last day of February, the
28th, 2021, our dear Sister Claire
Kalbacher returned home to join
the faithful ones and our loving God.
Claire was 97 years of age and had
devoted her natural gifts of generosity
and administration to serving God’s

people for over 75 years.

On July 6, 1923, Claire and her twin brother
Kenneth were born to Clara (Roeser) and Herman
Kalbacher. Claire and Kenneth, along with their
three sisters and their parents, made a complete
family which resided in St. Pancras Parish, Queens.
Claire entered the Amityville Dominicans on
September 8, 1943 and received the habit and her
religious name, Sister Mary Kenneth, on August 4,
1944. The connection and devotion of the twins
continued to be a strong bond in her close family

through the years.

After taking her first vows on August 8, 1945,
Sister was assigned to teach in elementary education
at Fourteen Holy Martyrs School in Brooklyn.
Within three years, she was reassigned to Dominican
Commercial High School in Jamaica, Queens where
she developed her own skills in professional business
acumen while passing on her expertise to many
young women in that thriving high school. Along
with Sister Mary Kenneth, the thirty-six Dominican
sisters residing at St. Dominic’s Convent then were a
determined team of Catholic educators aimed at high
achievement for their students. During that time,
Sister achieved her BBA at St. John’s University
and an MBA from Hunter College in New
York City.

Fifteen years later, in 1963, as Scripture states:
“Well done, good and faithful servant...now
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“Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be awa

from the body and at home with the Lord”
- 2 Corinthians 5:8

come and do many things”, Sister was
appointed Principal ofthenewlyopened
diocesan elementary school, Christ
the King in Commack, Long Island.
Enter “Team DC” where, as one sister
recalls, many former colleagues joined
Claire in unpacking, unloading, planning
and registering the monumental number of
new students. Through all this activity, Claire
was developing those skills that enabled her to fully
become the authentic, compassionate and capable
woman that she was.

In the following nineteen years, Sister was involved
in a number of ministries: Business Department
in Catholic University of Puerto Rico, teacher in
St. Agnes High School in College Point, teacher
again in Dominican Commercial High School and
Principal in Our Lady of Perpetual Help School in
Lindenhurst, Long Island.

Then from the depth of her gifts, a new role
became her signature ministry—that of assisting in
the administration of leadership of our Dominican
congregation. For twenty-four years, Claire offered
her service and care to some of our elected leadership
members: Marie Danaher, Lenore Toscano, Fran
Gorman and Diane Morgan as secretary par
excellence. Here is where, as one sister recalled,
“I learned how to be a leader by seeing Claire in

action.”

In particular, Claire was a generous woman with
her time and talent. That included anything from
filling the candy dish to completing necessary
forms late into the night. She had the ability
to follow through or to find the needed
Her last
years of service were with OPening Word where

information; she was always available.
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again she was strong in her ways of support. She was
an example of humble service, faithful in every way
to the community while always assuring others that
“God will do it; don’t worry”. Claire’s stance toward
life may be summed up in her own words, “How
can I help you?” Her deep trust in God’s Providence
motivated her to reach out and be for others.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated on
Wednesday, March 3, at 10:45 am. Due to COVID
restrictions, the chapel will be closed to all but a
few sisters who live or work in the Motherhouse.
The mass will be livestreamed with the hope that as
many as possible can join in prayer. Interment in the
Sisters’ Cemetery in Amityville will follow the mass.




