
It may be fitting to believe that 
the Angel Gabriel welcomed 
a namesake, our dear Sister 
Victoria Gabriel, into the loving 
presence of God late Saturday, 
March 27, 2021.  Victoria was 
wholeheartedly devoted to our 
Dominican life.   At the age of 92 she had 
spent her 73 years as a Sister of St. Dominic 
of Amityville living always in specific ways 
that she understood as upholding the mission 
of our Congregation.  Even in the last days 
of her life, she made sure that her “leaning” 
toward the forward movement of the OPSCC 
Task Force was recognized!

Born into the Gabriel family on February 
26, 1929, Mildred was raised by her parents 
Aloysius and Victoria (Wolf) Gabriel among 
five sisters and one brother in Glendale. In 
1941, the oldest daughter Helen entered the 
Dominican Order, and as Sister Mary Carol 
Gabriel served many years as a librarian in 
Molloy College. St. Pancras School/Parish 
was a center and gathering point for the 
neighborhood, and after graduating from 
Bishop McDonnell High School, Mildred was 
one of five young women from the parish 
who entered the Amityville Congregation 
between September 1947 and 
September 1948. Marilyn Pfriender 
describes how years later at the parish’s 
100th Anniversary Celebration, the parish 

gave honor to all five sisters. The 
sisters, all of whom belonged 
to the same graduating class of 
St. Pancras School, included 
Marnette Bamberger, Rosemary 

Giebel, Carmel Wirsching, Marilyn 
Pfriender and Victoria.  

After taking her first vows on August 
6, 1949, Sister Mary Victoria was assigned to 
teach elementary education in St. Clement 
School in Ozone Park.  Within three years she 
was assigned to Our Lady of Sorrows School in 
New York City as she pursued her Bachelor’s 
Degree at Fordham University. Over the years, 
Victoria achieved a Master of Arts from the 
College of St. Rose in Albany, New York and a 
Master of Science from New York University.  
In 1957 she began a thirteen-year assignment 
to our missions in Puerto Rico where she 
taught secondary education in Naranjito, 
Yauco and Bayamon.  After serving for three 
years as principal at the Academia Santa Rosa 
in Bayamon, she then became a teacher at 
the Catholic University of Puerto Rico.  As a 
teacher her excellence and enthusiasm were 
noted, and when she returned to the States, 
she taught at Queen of the Rosary Academy 

in Amityville for a short time before moving 
into Congregational Service in the 
Motherhouse.
Her love of prayer and mission drew 

her to become involved in ministries that 

“In the same way, let your light shine before others, 
so that they may see your good works 

and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”
-  Matthew 5:16
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focused more on social issues.  This mindset 
brought her to Parish Services and the Spiritual 
Enrichment Center in St. Kilian’s Parish in 
Farmingdale.  She moved on to St. Martin of 
Tours Parish in Bethpage in Pastoral Ministry 
and Religious Education for six years and then 
to Our Lady Queen of Martyrs Parish in Forest 
Hills.  A parishioner from that parish writes of 
Victoria’s work there:  “When I called and met 
Sister Victoria, it became clear to me that our 
Lord would guide us through our problem.  
Sister Victoria was a sign of His presence, and 
she encouraged my faith and trust in Him.  
She made God’s love very real to us.”  While 
known as a woman of few words, Victoria’s 
deep thinking and determination empowered 
others to action.  Victoria saw her purpose 
as helping others without being intrusive, 
explained her friend Sister Margaret Schmit 
of the Lilies of the Valley set.  While she was 
still able, Victoria loved to do embroidery and 
annually knitted an Irish sweater as a prize for 
Irish Night.  She would only begin the sweater 
after the winner was chosen so she would have 
exact measurements!   

It seems that Victoria’s calling became more 
real through the home that she and Sister 
Katherine Lappeus established in Baldwin, 
New York.  There her care and devotion to 
the needy elderly, especially those who were 
homeless, opened up avenues of compassion 
and service for at least a decade.  She became 
proficient in obtaining social services for the 

aged and assisted them through life while 
procuring for them the dignity of a respectable 
death and burial.  Her family, especially nieces 
and nephews, often visited and shared life with 
the retired community.     

It was during her retirement at the 
Motherhouse in Amityville and the illness that 
followed that Victoria’s spirit was evident in 
her prayer.  Due to an eye condition, she was 
unable to read and, therefore, prayed three 
rosaries a day instead of the psalms.  Often, 
when she was driven by Sister Margaret 
Sammon for chemo treatments, Victoria 
would insist upon a stop at Dunkin’ Donuts 
for a treat for her driver. Conversation was 
often about God.  Victoria would share that her 
formal prayer was, “I just talk to God.”  Each 
night her prayer was, “Come, Jesus, come.”       

Sister Victoria will be missed by her living 
family members as she is welcomed into 
God’s presence by those relatives who have 
predeceased her.  Her depth of care for God’s 
family and her own spiritual depth are gifts of 
the Spirit that will be remembered.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated 
on Thursday, April 8, 2021 at 10:45 am.  Due 
to COVID-19 restrictions, the chapel will be 
closed to all but a few sisters who live in the 
Motherhouse.  The mass will be live streamed 
with the hope that as many as possible can join 
in prayer.  Interment in the Sisters’ Cemetery 
in Amityville will follow the mass.


