OBITUARY
Sister Regina Rosaire Smith, OP

Late in the morning of May 3,
2021, our beloved Sister Regina
Rosaire Smith, always a sign of
joy and hope, was welcomed into
eternity by the God she loved and
served for 71 years. Regina was 92
years young.

Charles and Rose (Kluepfel) Smith
welcomed their baby daughter Kathleen on
July 21, 1928.
Rose. Not too long after that, the girls were
blessed with a baby brother Charles. Several
years later Connie was born into this close-

She joined her older sister

knit German family.

The Smiths lived in Sacred Heart Parish in
East Glendale. The parish did not have a school
at that time so the children went to Holy
Child Jesus Catholic School in Richmond Hill.
Kathleen and her siblings often walked home,
saving their trolley car money for the missions.

Kathleen attended Dominican Commercial
High School in Jamaica where she met her
life-long friend Patricia Hopkins (Sister Ellen
Patrice). After graduation Kathleen attended
St. John’s University, and Patricia went to
work. Both of their parents wanted their
daughters to wait until they were 21 before
entering religious life. The girls met weekly
on Friday nights often traveling into
Manhattan for dinner and a show.

On September 8, 1949, Kathleen and

Patricia entered the novitiate in Amityville.
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“For we are God’s handiwork, created in
Christ Jesus to do good works, which God

prepared in advance for us to do.”
- Ephesians 2:10

Kathleen asked her aunt Sister
Cherubim Rita to sponsor her.
On August 4, 1950, the postulants
were invested with the Dominican
habit, received their set flower,
the Orchid, and were given new

names.

A year later, newly professed Sister
Regina Rosaire was assigned to St. Pancras
School in Glendale where she taught for two
years. Her next assignment was to her Alma
Mater, Dominican Commercial, where she
taught business subjects for many years. She
was a very patient well-loved teacher. Sister
Alice Byrnes always spoke of how kind Regina
was to the nervous freshmen in her homeroom.
Sister Mary Anna Euring is grateful for the
shorthand skills that Regina taught so well.
Mary Anna still uses those skills today.

Regina also shared her teaching and
secretarial skills at All Saints High School in
Brooklyn, Siena Spirituality Center in Water
Mill, Little Flower Children’s Services in
Jamaica and Incarnation School in Queens
Village. She spent most of her community
life in Bethany Convent in Jamaica, always
returning to “D.C.” after other assignments.

Regina spent a year at Samaria House of
Prayer in Farmingdale. This sabbatical
gave her the opportunity to deepen

her prayer life by spending contemplative
time with the God she served so well. She

AMITYVILLE, NY




Sister Regina Rosaire Smith, OP

often spoke of her time there and how grateful
she was for the opportunity.

This avid reader found time to volunteer
her services in both the civic and parish
communities in Jamaica, attending Community
Board meetings in the area and typing the
weekly bulletin for a parish that could not afford
a secretary. She spent many summers working
at the Motherhouse in Amityville. Regina was
on a great deal of congregational committees
over the years, and the one that most people
may remember her for was the Irish Night
Committee. Her family and friends enjoyed
many evenings at this event.

So many sisters said that kindness was the
word that came to their minds when they
thought of Regina. One sister remembered
the Christmas stockings that Regina crocheted
Other sisters
said, “She was such a wonderful community

for everyone in Carlin Hall.

member” and “Regina never said an unkind
word about anyone.” A member of the nursing
staff commented, “She always gave us Kit Kats
whenever we did something for her.”

Regina loved spending time with family
and friends. When her sister Rose lived in
Dominican Village, her brother Charlie and his
wife Jane would come to the Motherhouse,
and the four of them would play cards. She
enjoyed vacations with Sisters Rose Anthony,
Carmel and Peggy Elizabeth Murphy. Regina
and Ellen Patrice took a trip to Rome for their
Golden Jubilee and had wonderful memories

of that time.

In 2011 Regina moved to Rosary Hall in
Amityville and four years later to Carlin Hall.
This humble and kind woman will be missed
by her loving family, near and far. She also will
be missed by her friends and all the Dominican
sisters.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated
on Friday, May 7, 2021 at 10:45 am. Due to
COVID-19 restrictions, the chapel will be
closed to all but a few sisters who live in the
Motherhouse. The mass will be live streamed
with the hope that as many as possible can join
in prayer. Interment in the Sisters’ Cemetery
in Amityville will follow the mass.




