OBITUARY
Sister Ellen Marie Zizibin, OP

In the quiet of the summer
morning of July 14,2025, our dear
Sister Ellen Marie Zizibin passed
into the loving and welcoming
embrace of her God. Sister Ellen
Marie was 92 years of age and
had been a Sister of St. Dominic of
Amityville for almost 73 years.

On March 5, 1933, Joseph and Ellen
Guihan Zizibin joyfully welcomed their first
and only child, Roberta Anne into their home
in Bushwick, Brooklyn, NY. Although her
mother died when she was only seven, Ellen
grew up in the happy home of her grandmother
with uncles who were only a few years older
than she and became like her big brothers.

Ellen continued to attend Our Lady of
Lourdes School and then went on to Bishop
McDonnell High School, graduating in
1951. It was in high school that she met the
Dominican sisters and made lifelong friends.
One of those friends, Sr. Eva Mazzetta, tells
how she and Ellen decided to work for a year
and then enter the convent the following year.
Both Eva and Ellen worked for Equitable
Insurance Company until September 1952,

On September 6, 1952, Roberta entered
the Novitiate of the Dominican sisters of
Amityville from Our Lady of Lourdes
Parish in Brooklyn, and on August 4,
1953, she received the habit and her

religious name, Sister Ellen Marie. The young
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“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly
loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness,
humility, gentleness and patience.”

- Colossians 3:12

women in her “set” were known as
the Pink Carnations. She professed
First Vows on August 7, 1954, and
Final Vows on August 7, 1957.

Sister Ellen received a BA from
St. John’s University, Jamaica,
NY and became a well-loved and
effective elementary school teacher

in schools in the Diocese of Brooklyn.
She began her long ministry in 1954 at St.
Barbara’s School in Brooklyn. She also taught
in Incarnation School, Queens, St. Michael’s
School in East New York, and her final years as
a classroom teacher were in St. Pancras School

in Glendale, NY.

Ellen was one of those women who was
a teacher at heart. Even when periods of
ill health kept her from a classroom, she
embraced tutoring, and with her clear one-
on-one instruction and explanations, many
students flourished. Principals were always
delighted when Ellen was able to substitute
teach either for a few days or even in some

long—term placements.

When Ellen moved out to Amityville in
2000, she claimed to be retired but was one
of the early volunteers at our Opening Word
literacy program when classes were held on
the first floor of the Motherhouse.

When the renovated Motherhouse
became Rosary Hall, Ellen was among
the early residents. When health necessitated

AMITYVILLE, NY




Sister Ellen Marie Zizibin, OP

a move, she moved to Carlin Hall and then on
to St. Catherine’s Wing where she peacefully
and happily ended her ministry with prayer.

Ellen was always a good student who loved
learning. She was awarded the prestigious
General Excellence Medal when she graduated
from eighth grade at Our Lady of Lourdes.
In high school she loved her English classes.
Traveling to and from school on the subway and
buses was always made more fun by being with
friends. Sr. Eva related that both she and Ellen
got jobs two afternoons a week at Woolworth’s
Five and Ten. Ellen worked in the candy
department which allowed for a bit of extra

sweets shared with friends on the way home.
Ellen enjoyed being part of her annual

vacation group of Maelene, Eva, Joan Losson,

and Claire O’Keefe. The laughs and memories

of good times out in Water Mill would warm
their hearts all winter long.

Another way that Ellen warmed hearts was
through her excellent cooking skills. She
claimed to have learned from many, and all
who knew her would agree that her Italian
meals were worthy of five stars.

Sister Ellen Marie is now among the wise and
faithful saints who line the halls of heaven. She
is survived by her dear and faithful friends and

her Dominican sisters.

The wake and funeral for our Sister Ellen
Marie Zizibin will take place in St. Albert
Chapel on Thursday, July 17, 2025. Visitation
will begin at 9:45 Am with a Prayer Service at
10:15 am followed by the Mass of Christian
Burial and Interment in St. Dominic Cemetery
on the Motherhouse grounds.




