OBITUARY

Sister Valerie Da Silva, OP
(S. Gerard Marie)

On the afternoon of November
5, 2025, our dear Sister Valerie
Da Silva was welcomed by the
God she had served so well. S.
Valerie was 89 years old, and she
had ministered to the people of
God as a Sister of St. Dominic for
60 years. Her dear friend S. Ave Clark

was with her at the time of her passing.

On August 8, 1936, Vasco and Agnes (De
Freitas) Da Silva, both immigrants from
British Guiana in South America, welcomed
their daughter Valerie into their home in
Brooklyn, NY. Valerie’s older sister Bernice
was deaf and non-speaking. At an early age,
Valerie became an advocate for her sister, a
role she assumed until Bernice’s death about
10 years ago. Valerie attended Good Shepherd
School where she met our Dominican sisters.
After graduating from St. Francis Xavier High
School, also in Brooklyn, Valerie entered
the Sisters of St. Dominic of Amityville on
September 10, 1955 as a member of the Touch
Me Not set. She received the Dominican habit
on August 6, 1956 and was given the name
Sister Gerard Marie. After a year of novitiate,
Sister pronounced her First Vows on August 8,
1957. Three years later, on August 8, 1960,
she pronounced Final Vows.

Sister Gerard Marie received a
Bachelor of Arts Degree in English

from the Inter American University of

SISTERS OF

SAINT DOMINIC OF

“And the things you have heard me say in the presence
of many witnesses, entrust to faithful people who will

have the ability to teach others as well.”
- 2 Timothy 2:2

Puerto Rico, a Master of Arts in

Secondary English from SUNY
in Fredonia, NY, and a Master of
Arts in Theology from St. John’s

e

University in Jamaica, NY.

Valerie loved teaching on all
levels. Before leaving New York and
going to Puerto Rico to minister, she
taught at St. Joseph School in Long Island
City, St. Margaret School in Middle Village,
Holy Family School in Brooklyn, and Our
Lady of Guadalupe School in Brooklyn.
While in Puerto Rico, she continued teaching
in Academy Santa Teresita in Naranjito,
Holy Rosary School in Yauco, and in Santa
Rosa School in Bayamon. Upon her return
to New York, Valerie served in St. Agnes
Academic School in College Point, St. Francis
Preparatory School in Fresh Meadows, Our
Lady of Lourdes High School in Poughkeepsie,
and West Park Union Free School District in
West Park, NY.

Valerie’s ministry in Puerto Rico was a
turning point in her life. She loved the island.
It was also a time of change in the Church.
Valerie chose to leave the Congregation and
then taught in Puerto Rico for ten years. Her
journey of faith led her to return to the
Congregation in 1983. She professed
First Vows on August 8, 1984 and Final
Vows on August 9, 1987. She always
considered the Touch Me Nots her “set.”
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Sister Valerie Da Silva, OP

In 1996, Sister Valerie moved to upstate New
York where she taught and volunteered until
2024. Valerie loved reading and joined a book
club where she met Rose Kelly who became a
very dear friend. As Valerie began to develop
health issues, her neighbors were also very

kind to her.

Sister Valerie was pre-deceased by her
parents, Vasco and Agnes, as well as by her
sister Bernice and by her dear friends Blanca
and Sister Mary Dismas. She will be missed by

her Cousin Cherﬂl\/and her friends Sisters Ave

Clark, Pat Walsh, Helen Muhlbauer, Selena
Wilson, and Associate Marge Hayle.

The wake and funeral for our Sister Valerie
will be held in St. Albert Chapel in Amityville
on Monday, November 10, 2025. Visitation
will take place at 9:45 aM. Morning Prayer
will begin at 10:15 aM. The Mass of Christian
Burial will follow. Interment will be in St.
Dominic Cemetery on the Motherhouse
grounds immediately afterwards.




